


I r It weren't (or il situation with his visa, 
Kalros Shen would have headed off to a 
job with an ilfchitecturaJ firm in Europe 

after finishing graduate school ill MIT. -My 
plan was to work In Europe. but I didn' t have 
my Immigration papers in order,· So, he did 
the practic.althing and found a job with a 
firm here. -The best things in my life have 
not been planned: he points out. Lucky (or 
Boston , destiny required him to s tay put. 

Kalros grew up in the vibrant city of 
Hong Kong, carefully ensconced within the 
enclaves of the on-campus housing of The 
Chinese Universit'y of Hong Kong. The year 
was 1964 ilnd it was in his precise words. 
-The Golden Age of Hong Kong.- His father 
was a theology professor wit.h a decidedly 
un-Asian way of - treating h is students like 
his peers: Kairos easily recalled his 
formative years spent in an idyllic and 
mostly rural section of Hong Kong. His 
parenlS gave him .a Greek name meaning 
the Mright time- and life has given him 
many opportune moments. 

He spen t a year in Toronto at the age of 
nme. With;ll twinkle in his eye, Kairos 
conRded that a minor scandal erupted 
upon their return to Hong Kong when he 
and his brother Mfamously flunked out M of 
the high school entrance [t was all 
taken care of when they both were enrolled 
into an Expatriate English Scbool courtesy 
of his respected father's connections. They 
conunued to speak Cantonese at home and 
study Chinese. Kairos' father and mother 
had completed Lheir graduate in 
the U.S., at lhe University of Chicago and 
Columbia, respective.ly. Consequently, it was 
easy for the elder SheD to encourage his son 
to auend Swarthmore College. Kairos arrived 
in Boston in 1987, and headed to graduate 
school at MIT. 
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Kairos doesn't seek recognition or 
i1ttention because of his job, i1nd so he was 
initially reti<::ent; however, he quickly became 
undid as the <::onversation centered mainly 
on his upbringing and his hobbies, such as 
his love of <::hai rs. Kairos has a healthy 
appreciation for Danish Modem fu rniture 
and books about maps and architecture. 
He u n blame his father's vas t personal 
library for his own obsession of books. 
His mother's family made furniture in the 
Philippines, and hence he grew up immersed 
in furniture. "My house is extremely 
duttered with furnitu re," he declares in his 
soft voke and residual British accent. 

When asked exaaly how many chairs he 
owns, he conRdes more than 250. A 
database helps him keep track of his 
collection of tables, glassware and 
(eramics. With a preference leaning toward 
Scandinavian Modern, it helps that he owns 
two apartment buildings and a summer 
home, (onvenient places to s tore his many 
( hairs and the rest of his inventory. He also 
loans out pieces to trusted friends. Kai ros 
recently married, and his wife doesn't even 
know the extent of the collection he has 
.. massed ..... nd admittedly is not .. s 
passionate .. bout furn iture. She has so 
far requested that some of the chairs 
be "re-assigned." 

In his spare time, he decorates his homes, 
buys furn iture from .. uctions, enjoys cooking 
and spends a lot of time in Chinatown. where 
he lives. Kai ros enjoys the continual energy 
and diversity of Boston. MThe dry is 
walkable ... the river .. nd harbor 
are incredible." 

Known as Boston's Ch ief Planner. 
the Director of Planning for the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority, Kairos explained 
wit h modesty that his own role "is a glorified 
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conductor at best. The conductor doesn' t 
necessarily play an instrument, but keeps 

Kairos was very involved with lhe 
design of the new building for the Institute 
for Contemporary Arts (lCA) and the new 
Convention Center; he continues with 
ongoing plans for the 1,OOO-acre South 
Boston Waterfront. 

Kalros is a tactful and artis t ic visionary 
in the public role of planner who constantly 
asks the question: · What is "ppropriale for 
Boston?" His love of Boston shows when he 
utters with conviction, "lhere is no better 
place to be: As Bostonians, we have seen 
some amazing public works in the last few 
yean ... i1nd with Kairos on the job, they will 
not be the last. 
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I t'S dinner time at Vinh Sun rest..1uran t 
located on Beach Street in Boston's 
Chinatown. Tony Yee walks in to the 

room where it 'sea of familiar faces' greet him 
like family. Disarming and energetic. Vee's 
role as the president of Chinatown Main 
Street is an honor he t.akes seriously. He, 
along with his colleagues. boldly tackle many 
issues to keep Chinatown.1 Significa nt pari 
of a lhriving Boston landscape. 

Chmatown Main Street is a nonprofit 
organization in its l2th year of operation. It 
is part o f 11 larger Boston Main Street Project 
that encompasses 19 dis tricts. Initiated by 
Mayor TIlOmas Menino, Chinatown Main 
Street 's primary function is to revita lize the 
business sector in Boston's Chi natown and 
establish open lines of (ommunic.llion with 
businesses and the community. It has done 
this by working with other organizations 
such as the Chinese Consulate Benevolent 
Assuciation (CCBA), Chinese Community 
of New England (CCNE) and Chinatown 
Business Association (CBA). One 
accomplish ment is to publicize and welcome 
the general public to the various cultural 
even ts and festivals offered in Chinatown, 
like the August Moon Festival and Chinese 
New Year Celebration. 

Las t year, Yee and fellow board member 
Debbie Ho were able to accomplish 
something that no one else was able 10 
manage; org.'lnize the 11 martial arts grand 
masters of Chinatown and Newton for a 
family portrait. At the outset of the 2008 
Lunar New Year Celebration , the gr.lnd 
masters, known as s ifus (respected teachers), 
and representatives from their organizations 
sat for a photo that serves as an emblem 
of unity within the community. 

For many. Yee and his colleagues represent 
a new genera t ion of leaders who s trengthen 
neighborhoods from within yet are 
ou[ward~ look ing in their approach. 
China town is comprised of people from all 
levels of financial strength, educat ion and 
social skills. While tending to the needs of a 
diverse Chinatown constituency, Vee 
emphasizes that unity among Asians in local, 
city and s ta te levels will give them a voice in 
the political realm to improve services and 
quality of life. 

Yee is passionate about helping e lcv.l te the 
power of Chinatown's constituent.s. His skill 
of mediation comes from his ability to bridge 
cultures, a trait often learned by 
children of imm igrant households. 
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At the age of ten, Yee was treated as an adult. 
and was expected to translate for his non· 
english speaking immigr,lnt parents. He had 
to tr;'!nsla te the bills. legal documents and all 
english correspondence. During his youth. 
he saw the vulnerabili ty of his parents who 
were never able to master English. u ter, he 
realir.ed this sense of helplessness is felt by 
almost all immigrants. 

Having declined an offer a t an aerospace 
engineering firm in California, Vee set out 
to help his parents with day·to+day routines 
and to use his skills to assis t others who do 
not have a voice. He found an organization 

tha t shared hIS beliefs. Chinatown Main 
Street. and a great partnership was fo rmed 

When asked about CMS's next vi5ion , 
Yee says, ·We see a large outdoor gathering 
with red lamerns suspended overhead · 
He cominues to describe a large festiv.d·like 
atmosphere. where people from different 
walks of life mingle. and talk as they used to 
do in rural villages. 

"It's all about 
. " communzty. 

CH1NATOWN 
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