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Growing up in
Chinatown, our
nicknames were
symbolic of our
mutual trust, bonding,
and identity. It was a
glorious and treasured
time ... never to be
forgotten. This story is
a continuation of my
door-to-door trip down
Hudson Street ... ...to be continued




Forward Thinkin

t's dinner time at Vinh Sun restaurant

located on Beach Street in Boston’s

Chinatown. Tony Yee walks into the
room where a ‘sea of familiar faces’ greet him
like family. Disarming and energetic, Yee's
role as the president of Chinatown Main
Street is an honor he takes seriously. He,
along with his colleagues, boldly tackle many
issues to keep Chinatown a significant part
of a thriving Boston landscape.

Chinatown Main Street is a nonprofit
organization in its 12th year of operation. It
is part of a larger Boston Main Street Project
that encompasses 19 districts. Initiated by
Mayor Thomas Menino, Chinatown Main
Street's primary function is to revitalize the
business sector in Boston's Chinatown and
establish open lines of communication with
businesses and the community. It has done
this by working with other organizations
such as the Chinese Consulate Benevolent
Association (CCBA), Chinese Community
of New England (CCNE) and Chinatown
Business Association (CBA). One
accomplishment is to publicize and welcome
the general public to the various cultural
events and festivals offered in Chinatown,
like the August Moon Festival and Chinese
New Year Celebration

Last year, Yee and fellow board member
Debbie Ho were able to accomplish
something that no one else was able to
manage; organize the 11 martial arts grand
masters of Chinatown and Newton for a
family portrait. At the outset of the 2008
Lunar New Year Celebration, the grand
masters, known as sifus (respected teachers),
and representatives from their organizations
sat for a photo that serves as an emblem
of unity within the community.

For many, Yee and his colleagues represent
a new generation of leaders who strengthen
neighborhoods from within yet are
outward-looking in their approach
Chinatown is comprised of people from all
levels of financial strength, education and
social skills. While tending to the needs of a
diverse Chinatown constituency, Yee
emphasizes that unity among Asians in local,
city and state levels will give them a voice in
the political realm to improve services and
quality of life.

Yee is passionate about helping elevate the
power of Chinatown’s constituents. His skill
of mediation comes from his ability to bridge
cultures, a trait often learned by

children of immigrant households.
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At the age of ten, Yee was treated as an adult,

and was expected to translate for his non
english speaking immigrant parents. He had
to translate the bills, legal documents and all
english correspondence. During his youth,
he saw the vulnerability of his parents who
were never able to master English. Later, he
realized this sense of helplessness is felt by
almost all immigrants.

Having declined an offer at an aerospace
engineering firm in California, Yee set out
to help his parents with day-to-day routines
and to use his skills to assist others who do

not have a voice. He found an organization
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that shared his beliefs, Chinatown Main
Street, and a great partnership was formed
When asked about CMS’s next vision,
Yee says, “We see a large outdoor gathering
with red lanterns suspended overhead.”
He continues to describe a large festival-like
atmosphere, where people from different
walks of life mingle, and talk as they used to

do in rural villages.
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l.com and answer

g questions: What does Chinatown need in order to create more foot traffic?

ntly? For more information on

Chinatown Main Street, visit their website at chinatownmainstreet.org
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